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Day One Agenda
June 22, 2016

7:45 - 8:15  Registration

8:15 - 8:30  Welcome and Housekeeping

8:30 - 10:00  Keynote - Understanding and Responding to Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation   
   Audrey Morrissey, Associate Director, My Life My Choice 
     
10:00 - 10:15  Mid-Morning Break

10:15 - 11:15  Panel - Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children: What Is Happening in Maine
   Facilitator: Katie Kondrat, Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault
   Survivor: Dee Clarke, Survivor Speak
   Medical: Michelle Markie, RN, St. Joseph’s Healthcare
   Legal: Meg Elam, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Maine Office of the Attorney General
   Law Enforcement: Jeffrey Stillings, Resident Agent in Charge, Homeland Security Investigations
   DHHS: Bobbi Johnson, Associate Director, Child Welfare Services, 
      Maine Office of Child and Family Services
   Advocacy: Kristen Withers, Project Coordinator, Penquis Children’s Advocacy Center
     
11:15 - 12:00  Questions and Answers

12:00 - 12:45  LUNCH

12:45 - 2:15  Breakout Sessions
 
  A. Child Sexual Exploitation in the Technological Age
   Jonathan D. Posthumus, Special Agent, Department of Homeland Security

  B.  My Life My Choice Prevention Curriculum and Survivor Mentor Program 
   Audrey Morrissey, Associate Director, My Life My Choice
   
	 	 C.		 The	Crime	of	Sex	Trafficking:	State	and	Federal	Responses
   Meg Elam, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Maine Office of the Attorney General
   Andrew McCormack, Esq., Assistant United States Attorney

2:15 - 2:30  Mid-Afternoon Break

2:30	-	4:00	 	 Plenary	-	The	Path	to	Becoming	a	Sex	Trafficked	Child:	Exploring	the	Developmental	
	 	 	 Stages	of	Three	Victims	of	Domestic	Minor	Sex	Trafficking
   Dee Clarke, Founder, Survivor Speak

4:15 - 4:30  Closing Business and Information for Day Two

Handouts and reference materials will be available on the Wings website one week prior to the conference.
Please print them out if you’d like a hard copy: www.wingsinc.org



Day Two Agenda
June 23, 2016

8:15 - 8:45  Registration

8:45 - 9:00  Welcome and Housekeeping

9:00-	10:00	 	 Keynote	-	Commercial	Sexual	Exploitation	and	Sex	Trafficking	of	Minors:	
         An Underreported Form of Child Abuse
   Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH, Director, 
   Massachusetts General Hospital Human Trafficking Initiative
   
10:00 - 10:15  Mid-Morning Break
   
10:15 - 11:45  Morning Breakout Sessions

  D. A Multidisciplinary Team Response to Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
   at Maine’s Children’s Advocacy Centers  
   Meg Hatch, Coordinator, Maine Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers  

  E.  Trauma-Informed Care: Helping Minors Overcome Stigma, 
   Low Self-Esteem, and Substance Use 
   Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH, Director,
   Massachusetts General Hospital Human Trafficking Initiative
   
  F.  Trauma-Informed Parenting
   Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW
   
11:45 - 12:30  LUNCH

12:30 - 2:00  Afternoon Breakout Sessions

  G.  The Occupational Hazard of Working with Those Who Have Experienced Trauma 
   Allegra Hirsch-Wright, LCSW, RYT
 
  H.  Complex Trauma and Treament Considerations 
   Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW
 
  I.  Law Enforcement and Survivors: A Victim-Centered Approach
   Peter DiMarzio, Victim Assistance Coordinator, Homeland Security Investigations
   Mike Posanka, Resident Agent in Charge, Homeland Security Investigations

2:00 - 2:15  Mid-Afternoon Break

2:45 - 4:15  Plenary - Interrupting Survivorhood Development and Fostering 
       Healthy Childhood Development: Prevention, Intervention, and Aftercare
   Dee Clarke, Founder, Survivor Speak
   
4:15 - 4:30  Closing Remarks

Handouts and reference materials will be available on the Wings website one week prior to the conference.
Please print them out if you’d like a hard copy: www.wingsinc.org



Keynote
Understanding and Responding to Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation

The commercial sexual exploitation of children is a multibillion dollar industry. To help fight the issue we must first 
understand it. Attendees will be presented with the scope of the issue, ways pimps are recruiting minors, and tips on how 
to understand risk and vulnerability. Best practice tips on how to build rapport with these youth will also be presented. 

Learning Objectives:

1.    Participants will be able to articulate the national and local picture of sexual exploitation as well as risk and  
 vulnerability factors.

2.    Participants will be able to articulate tactics pimps use to recruit and control victims and how to respond to 
 commercial sexual exploitation.

 Presented by: Audrey Morrissey, Associate Director, My Life My Choice

Panel
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children:

A Multidisciplinary Panel Explores What Is Happening in Maine
This panel presentation will explore Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) in our communities around 
Maine. What is the scope of the problem? How are victims identified? What is our response? What is working? What isn’t 
working? How are we developing more effective prevention, intervention, treatment, and recovery options? The audience 
will have ample opportunity to ask the panel questions so we encourage attendees to come prepared to engage with the 
panel and co-create a rich discussion and fuller understanding of CSEC in Maine.

Learning Objectives:

1.    Participants will be able to describe the scope of the problem and the impact of CSEC in Maine.

2.  Participants will be able to articulate current practices, challenges, and emerging responses to CSEC 
 in Maine.

 Facilitator:   Katie Kondrat, Underserved Programs Coordinator, 
                Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault

 Survivor:   Dee Clarke, Founder, Survivor Speak

 Medical:   Michelle Markie, RN, St. Joseph’s Healthcare

 Legal:    Meg Elam, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Maine Office of the Attorney General

 DHHS:    Bobbi Johnson, LMSW, Associate Director, Child Welfare Services, 
       Maine Office of Child and Family Services

 Law Enforcement:  Jeffrey Stillings, Resident Agent in Charge, Homeland Security Investigations

 Advocacy:   Kristen Withers, Project Coordinator, Penquis Children’s Advocacy Center

Day One Presentations



Day One Breakout Sessions
A. Audrey Morrissey MLMC Prevention Curriculum and Survivor Mentor Program:
    How You Can Get Involved in Providing Psycho-education and Prevention
    As Well As Support for Victims of the Commercial Sex Industry

 The first step in helping to stop exploitation is to educate our youth on their vulnerabilities and to provide them  
 with tools to assert themselves. The MLMC Curriculum is designed as a tool to be used by trained facilitators  
 in schools, community centers, programs, etc., to provide psycho-education to girls between the ages of 13-18 on  
 the realities of exploitation as well as providing them with new skills and insight. Our Survivor Mentor program  
 was the first of its kind in Massachusetts and has been the key to our success in building rapport with young   
 victims in providing them with ongoing support by adult survivors of exploitation. Come learn more about   
 the program and why it is so effective in working with this population.

 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to articulate the requirements to become a certified trainer in the My Life My 
  Choice 10-Week Prevention Curriculum and discuss tips on getting it into schools, programs, community 
  centers, and other organizations.
 
 2.  Following discussion of the history of the My Life My Choice Survivor Mentor Program, participants will 
  be able to demonstrate understanding of the role of survivor mentors, how to make a referral, and 
  recognize the benefits of the program. 

B.  Jonathan D. Posthumus  Child Sexual Exploitation in the Technological Age
 
 Each year, countless children around the world fall prey to sexual predators. These young victims are left with 
 permanent psychological, physical, and emotional scars. When a recording of that sexual abuse is made or 
 released onto the Internet, it lives on forever. Homeland Security Investigation (HSI) is on the leading edge 
 of investigation of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) as in this day of technology CSE quickly becomes an 
 international crime. HSI special agents also have the authority to investigate the illegal movement of people and 
 goods across U.S. borders, and because the Internet is borderless, the sharing of contraband online is an 
 international crime. This unit uses sophisticated investigative techniques to target violators who operate on the 
 Internet, including the use of websites, email, chat rooms and file-sharing applications.
 
 This workshop will explain federal criminal law related to Child Sexual Exploitation and how offenders lure 
 children and sexually exploit them.  Particular focus will be on technology’s role in how offenders engage children 
 and how technology is being used to fight Child Sexual Exploitation.  Case examples of convicted offenders will 
 be given. 
 
 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to identify two ways offenders use technology to engage children in CSE.

 2.       Participants will be able to identify two methods law enforcement utilizes to investigate and prosecute 
  CSE offenders.
 
C.  Meg Elam, Esq. and Andrew McCormack, Esq. The Crime of Sex Trafficking: State and Federal Responses 
 
 Sex Trafficking is a crime under both Maine and Federal law.  Prosecutors from both the State and Federal
 levels will discuss those laws, and efforts by local and federal law enforcement to aid victims and bring 
 perpetrators to justice. 
 
 Learning Objectives:

 1. Participants will be able to identify two state or federal laws that criminalize sex trafficking.

 2.  Participants will be able to identify state and federal efforts to prosecute exploiters.



Day One Plenary
The	Path	of	Becoming	a	Sex-Trafficked	Child:

Exploring the Developmental Stages of
Three Victims of Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking

During this plenary, participants will hear an overview of the developmental stages of a child 
becoming a victim and survivor. Participants will explore:

 - Who is a target?

 - How does a child become an enabled victim?

 - Why is she/he more equipped to live as a victim/survivor than an average child?

The exclusion of experiencing normal childhood milestones and personality development 
has lasting effects. We will explore how victims develop survivor skills and continue to allow 
perpetration and victimization over and over again into adulthood. 

Children and teens who come into custody (foster care) having developed their survivor skills 
experience a very difficult time acclimating to a safe environment where expectations are to 
act like developmentally appropriate children. Participants will learn the value of purposefully 
interrupting the accidental fostering of victimhood over survivor-hood. 

Survivor children, while in custody, are usually mistaken as hyperactive, difficult, angry, 
not paying attention, flirtatious, depressed, bullying, dishonest, stealing, and often are 
misdiagnosed, medicated, and bounced around; most become runaways, promiscuous, and 
abusers of drugs and alcohol.

Participants will be given a short homework assignment to prepare for participation in small 
groups for part two on the second day of the conference.

Learning Objectives:

1.  Participants will be able to name several implications of arrested childhood   
 development leading to serious subsequent issues later in life.

2.  Participants will be able to name risk factors of becoming minor domestic sex-  
 trafficking victims.

Presented by: Dee Clarke, Survivor Speak



Keynote

The commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) is an egregious violation of 
children’s rights, and one of the most underreported forms of child abuse. Preying 
on the vulnerabilites of children, perpetrators may be parents, family acquaintances, 
authority figures, and strangers. Health care providers, knowledgeable about CSEC 
and trained to detect it, are uniquely positioned to prevent at-risk minors from being 
victimized and intervene on behalf of those trapped in the abuse and violence of this 
crime.

Learning Objectives:

1.    Participants will be able to define sex trafficking of minors and describe the    
 scope of the problem, risk factors, and methods for recruitment and control used  
 by traffickers.

2.    Participants will be able to list at least five health outcomes associated with    
 human trafficking and three healthcare settings where trafficked persons may   
 seek medical care.

3. Participants will be able to explain the challenges to victim identification and list   
 some of the red flags that should raise a health care provider’s suspicion of   
 trafficking/exploitation.

4.  Participants will be able to describe general principles of screening and    
 responding to trafficked minors in the health care setting.

 Presented by:  Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH
    Director, MGH Human Trafficking Initiative
    Chief Medical and Executive Director, MGH Freedom Clinic
    Medical Director, Violence Intervention Advocacy Program

Day Two Presentations

Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors:
An Underreported Form of Child Abuse



Day Two Morning Breakout Sessions
D. Meg Hatch     A Multidisciplinary Team Response to CSEC 
       at Maine’s Children’s Advocacy Centers

 Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) programs provide a multidisciplinary team (MDT) response to child sexual  
 abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) investigations. The CAC model brings professionals  
 from law enforcement, child protective services, prosecution, medical, and mental health together to   
 collaboratively respond to these cases and refer children and their non-offending caregivers to follow-up services.  
 This session will explore the MDT response to CSEC at Maine’s CACs.

 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to recognize red flags and indicators of CSEC.
 
 2.  Participants will be able to describe the multidisciplinary team response at a Children’s Advocacy Center. 

E.  Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH Trauma-Informed Care: Helping Minors Overcome
       Stigma, Low Self-Esteem, and Substance Use
 
 This session will explore the ways in which the trauma-informed approach to the care for minors who have been  
 commercially sexually exploited can offer validation and empowerment to help them overcome stigma, low self- 
 esteem, and substance use.  
 
 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to describe the core principles of trauma-informed care and how this approach  
  can improve providers’ communication and effectiveness when working with trafficked/exploited youth.

 2.  Participants will be able to explain the relationship between trauma and substance use disorders,   
  and how the trauma-informed approach to care can assist in care of trafficked/exploited minors   
  with substance use disorders.
 
F.  Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW Trauma-Informed Parenting
 
 This session will focus on the particular challenges of child-rearing when either the child or the parent (or both)  
 have been impacted by trauma. We will review how trauma can impact parent-child relationships and interactions  
 and the value of provider-parent engagement. We will provide specific materials (psychoeducation, parenting  
 tools and tips, self-reflection opportunities) to share with parents to support them in managing behaviors, reducing  
 trauma reactions, and enhancing the overall sense of connection and attachment. Parents are welcome!
 
 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to identify particular challenges of child-rearing when either the child or the 
  parent (or both) have been impacted by trauma.

 2.  Participants will be able to identify specific ways to support parents in managing behaviors, reducing 
  trauma reactions, and enhancing the overall sense of connection and attachment.



Day Two Afternoon Breakout Sessions
G.  Allegra Hirsch-Wright, LCSW    The Occupational Hazard of Working 
        with Those Who Have Experienced Trauma
 
 When children and families are exposed to violence and trauma it can lead to challenges in the way they interact with 
 the world. Working with children and families who are experiencing these challenges can impact the way we think, feel, 
 and (re)act. This interactive workshop will introduce participants to the similarities and differences between burnout 
 and compassion fatigue and will offer information about how to identify these in themselves and others. Participants 
 will learn about and share successful ideas for managing the stress and anxiety that is often related to working with 
 those who have experienced trauma, as well as ideas for how to support themselves and their colleagues.  
 
 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to describe the distinctions between compassion satisfaction, burnout, and   
  compassion fatigue and will be able to identify reactions in themselves and others.

 2.  Participants will be able to describe the importance of self-care and will learn strategies to manage   
  compassion fatigue and increase personal resiliency.
 
H. Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW  Complex Trauma and Treatment Considerations

 Complex trauma refers to the impact of a person’s exposure to multiple or prolonged traumatic events at critical  
 development stages. Typically, complex trauma occurs within the primary caregiving system. These types of exposures 
 can have immediate and long-term effects on a person’s well-being and can significantly impact neurobiological and 
 psychosocial development. This training will review the impact and symptoms of Complex Trauma and specifically touch 
 on the nature of family-controlled trafficking and its particular impact on youth. We will discuss current trends in  
 treatment recommendations, considerations and approaches to help survivors of Complex Trauma.  

 Learning Objectives:

 1.  Participants will be able to state the definition, impact, and symptoms of Complex Trauma. 
 
 2.  Participants will be able to demonstrate knowledge of current research and corresponding treatment 
  recommendations, considerations, and approaches to help survivors of Complex Trauma.

I.  Peter DiMarzio, Victim Assistance Coordinator,    
 Homeland Security Investigations    Law Enforcement and Survivors:
 and Mike Posanka, Resident Agent in Charge,   A Victim-Centered Approach
 Homeland Security Investigations
        
 A victim-centered approach to investigation and prosecution is essential to accomplishing our law enforcement 
 mission. Victims who can tell their story and testify as a witness are key to successful human trafficking
 investigations and prosecutions. When encountering a potential victim, it is important to remember that victims 
 may not be comfortable coming forward and working with law enforcement. They need help to feel stable, safe 
 and secure. Trafficking victims may (1) fear law enforcement; (2) not identify themselves as a victim; (3) not tell a 
 complete story, or use rehearsed responses; or (4) identify with the trafficker. It is crucial to understand that 
 these behaviors are indicative of the level of control traffickers exert over victims, and that victims need support 
 and understanding in order to help make the case investigation—and subsequent prosecution of the 
 perpetrator—a success.

 Learning Objectives:
 
 1.      Participants will be able to name two reasons trafficking victims may not be forthcoming with law 
  enforcement. 
 
 2.  Participants will be able to describe two ways to coordinate their roles and interventions with Homeland 
  Security on behalf of improved response and support of survivors of Child Exploitation and Sex  
  Trafficking.



Day Two Plenary

Interrupting Survivor-hood Development 
And Fostering Healthy Childhood Development:

Prevention, Intervention, and Aftercare

In this plenary, participants will use the three case studies discussed in day 
one’s workshop to explore preventative measures, intervention, and aftercare 
within the families and for the victims.

There were obvious red flags and areas where there could have been some 
interventions, including aftercare and other support systems. What happened 
to allow these three girls to become sex trafficked and/or exploited as children, 
teens, and/or young women? Why are two of these women still “in the life?”

How can we as individuals or through our systems, law enforcement branches, 
and child protection services prevent such outcomes in the future?

Learning Objectives:

1.  Participants will be able to name several red flags leading to child   
 exploitation.

2. Participants will be able to name preventative intervention and aftercare  
 strategies of each flag named.

3.  Participants will be able to identify interventions that prevent the   
 fostering of victim/survivor-hood in children.

Presented by: Dee Clarke, Survivor Speak



Presenter Biographies

Dee Clarke
     Survivor and Founder of Survivor Speak, Dee comes by her wisdom from experience. She grew up in a severely 
abusive environment in a Boston housing project; in and out of foster care from ages 3 to 8. At age 12, she was sex 
trafficked by a pimp and spent her teen years growing up in Boston’s Combat Zone as a stripper. As a young mother, she 
sometimes ended up homeless and in shelters for months, while working several jobs and relying on soup kitchens, food 
stamps and food boxes. “I know this life inside out. I know what it is to not have a sense of self; to not know ‘I matter’, 
to not know comfort. I know what it is like to be unable to say, ‘no, leave me alone’. I know what it is like to not have a 
plan for a better life; I did not know what a better life was. I have experienced PTSD, dissociation, extreme poverty, and 
exploitation. I was a survivor longer than I was not. I was a victim long before a pimp got to me at age 12. I know how 
stereotyping fosters self-oppression and exclusion.”

Heather Biggar, LCSW
     Heather Biggar is a Clinical Implementation Coordinator for The Maine Children’s Trauma Response Initiative, a 
SAMHSA funded grant program through the National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative.  She specializes in the treatment of 
child traumatic stress utilizing evidenced based trauma treatments.  She has experience working within the criminal and 
civil court system and providing support and advocacy for children and their families.  Ms. Biggar brings over 15 years of 
experience working in the field of trauma and provides training and outreach to communities on a wide range of topics 
related to violence exposure and traumatic stress.  

Peter DiMarzio
     
     Peter DiMarzio has over 30 years of experience in serving victims of violence and currently serves as a Victim 
Assistance Coordinator with Homeland Security Investigations.  He is assigned to the Human Trafficking and Cybercrimes 
Units of HSI.  Peter’s area of responsibility includes the six New England states and works closely with Federal, State, 
local Law Enforcement, USAO’s, DA’s Offices and Non-Governmental Agencies.  He is trained as a Peer Support 
Coordinator, which offers support following critical or traumatic events, and certified as an Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Trainer (ASIST).  Peter coordinates and Chairs a Victim Provider Service Meeting which is held quarterly and 
attended by those providing services to victims of crime. 
     Prior to HSI, Peter was the Sexual Assault Response Coordinator for the US Coast Guard Academy in New London, 
CT., where he developed and chaired the first Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) within the U.S. Coast Guard.  
He has served as the Employee Assistance Coordinator for the U.S. Coast Guard’s District One Boston where he has 
defused workplace violence situations and assisted those contemplating suicide.  He has addressed the United Nations 
on Human Trafficking issues and is a NGO Committee Member on Mental Health at the United Nations.  Peter holds 
a Master’s in Counseling Psychology from the University of Massachusetts and is a PhD. Candidate in Organizational 
Psychology. 

Meg Elam, Esq.
     Meg Elam, Esq. is a Maine native and has worked as a prosecutor in Maine since 1987. She is currently an Assistant 
Attorney General in the Criminal Division of the Office of Attorney General Janet Mills.  Prior to that, she worked in the 
Cumberland County District Attorney’s Office for more than 25 years, achieving the rank of Deputy District Attorney.   
Meg has served as a board member of Sexual Assault Response Services of Southern Maine (formerly the Rape Crisis 
Center), and is currently a member of Maine’s Criminal Law Advisory Commission, the Attorney General’s Human 
Trafficking Work Group and the Greater Portland Coalition Against Sex Trafficking and Exploitation.



Presenter Biographies

Bobbi Johnson, LMSW
     Bobbi Johnson is the Associate Director of Child Welfare Services for the Office of Child and Family Services within the 
Maine Department of Health and Human Services.  She obtained her Master’s degree in Social Work at the University of 
Maine at Orono and is a Licensed Master Social Worker.  Bobbi has worked for OCFS for 21 years and was formerly the 
Child Welfare Program Administrator for the Bangor office.  Bobbi is responsible for the overall leadership and strategic 
direction of child welfare services in Maine.

Dory Hacker, LCSW
      Dory Hacker, LCSW serves as the Outreach Clinician on the Portland Defending Childhood Initiative. In this role, she 
provides clinical consultation and evidence-based clinical treatment for children and families exposed to violence and 
trauma. She also provides outreach, education and collaborative efforts to the community, domestic violence advocates, 
outreach workers serving immigrant and refugee populations, law enforcement, and schools regarding children exposed 
to trauma and violence. She received her Master’s in Clinical Social Work from Smith College School for Social Work.   

Allegra Hirsch-Wright, LCSW, RYT
     Allegra Hirsh-Wright, LCSW, RYT, works at Maine Behavioral Healthcare as Clinical Implementation Coordinator for 
the Maine Children’s Trauma Response Initiative, a SAMHSA funded National Child Traumatic Stress Network project 
site and is a member of Portland Defending Childhood, a DOJ funded Defending Childhood project site. Allegra oversees 
statewide implementation of evidence based trauma treatments for children and has expertise in direct clinical practice 
in Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Child-Parent Psychotherapy, and Child and Family Traumatic Stress 
Intervention, as well as training, supervision, dissemination and implementation of evidence-based practices. Allegra is a 
nationally certified TF-CBT Clinician and Clinical Supervisor and, as a contributing member of the Secondary Traumatic 
Stress Workgroup for the NCTSN, has contributed to fact sheets and a national website on secondary traumatic stress. 
Allegra has also co-authored an article on childhood exposure to violence and has contributed to a published book on 
childhood traumatic grief.

Katie Kondrat
     Originally from away, Katie Kondrat has spent over ten years working in the anti-violence movement in Maine as an 
educator and advocate. During her tenure as the SART Program Manager at Sexual Assault Response of Southern 
Maine, Katie was recognized nationally and statewide for her programming, including outreach to homeless youth in 
partnership with the Preble Street Teen Center and as the founding chair of the Greater Portland Coalition Against Sex 
Trafficking and Exploitation. As a coordinator at the Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault she provides support and 
technical assistance to sexual assault service providers and all anti-trafficking teams throughout the state and convenes 
the Maine Sex Trafficking and Exploitation Network Provider Council. 

Meg Hatch
     Meg Hatch is the Coordinator for the Maine Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, a program of the Maine Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault.  Meg has spent the last eight years working in the world of sexual assault victim advocacy and 
child sexual abuse as a Sexual Assault Response Team Advocate and Child Forensic Interviewer.  In her current role she 
supports existing and emerging Children’s Advocacy Center programs and multidisciplinary team development in Maine.



Presenter Biographies

Michelle Markie, RN
     Michelle Markie graduated from Husson College in 1989 with her B.S. in Nursing and has been working as an R.N. 
for 17 years.  She has worked in home health, hospitals, and corrections.  Michelle is currently employed by St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare as an Emergency Department staff nurse as well as Correctional Health Partners at the Penobscot County 
Jail.  Michelle’s passion is forensic nursing.  In 2005 she became a Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner (S.A.F.E.-A- ME).  
She is certified in adults and adolescents and is also trained to work with children.  Michelle mentors other forensic nurses 
within Saint Joseph’s Healthcare and is a precept to new S.A.F.E.s for the State of Maine.  Michelle also does outreach 
related to sexual assault and human trafficking.

Andrew McCormack, Esq.
     Andrew McCormack is a graduate of Amherst College and the New York University School of Law.  Immediately after 
law school, he worked as an associate at the Washington, D.C. office of the Atlanta-based law firm of King and Spalding.  
In 2007, he joined the Department of Justice’s Child Exploitation Section (CEOS) in Washington, D.C. as a Trial Attorney.  
While at CEOS, he prosecuted a wide variety of child exploitation matters throughout the country including child sex 
trafficking cases and child pornography cases.  He served as a Trial Attorney at CEOS until April of 2012 when he moved 
to Maine and joined the United States Attorney’s Office in Bangor, Maine as an Assistant United States Attorney.

Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH
     Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH is a board-certified practicing emergency physician at Massachusetts 
General Hospital (MGH) and Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine at Harvard Medical School. An MPH graduate 
from the Harvard School of Public Health, Dr. Macias-Konstantopoulos also completed a Global Health Fellowship at the 
MGH Center for Global Health. She was instrumental in the development of anti-trafficking work as a core program of the 
MGH Emergency Department’s Division of Global Health & Human Rights. She is the co-founding Director of the MGH 
Human Trafficking Initiative and founding Chief Medical and Executive Director of the MGH Freedom Clinic, an innovative 
health clinic for human trafficking survivors that won the 2014 Partnership for Freedom national competition. Dr. Macias-
Konstantopoulos has published and lectured widely on health and human trafficking. Having worked with the International 
Organization for Migration’s Counter-Trafficking Unit in Indonesia and represented MGH at the 2008 UN Global Forum 
to Fight Human Trafficking in Vienna, she is considered an expert in the field. She is a member of the New Hampshire 
Attorney General’s Commission to Combat Human Trafficking, the Education and Training Policy Implementation 
Committee of the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Interagency Human Trafficking Task Force, the Leadership Advisory 
Board for a new federal Massachusetts State Child Welfare Trafficking Grant, and the SOAR National Technical Working 
Group for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. In addition, Dr. Macias-Konstantopoulos is Chair of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society Committee on Violence Intervention and Prevention, and Chair of the Trauma and Injury 
Prevention Section Human Trafficking Task Force at the American College of Emergency Physicians.

Audrey Morrissey
     Audrey Morrissey is the Associate Director of My Life My Choice. Ms. Morrissey has been an integral part of My Life 
My Choice since 2003, and was the first survivor in Massachusetts to mentor commercially sexually exploited girls. 
Drawing from her personal experience in “the Life,” Ms. Morrissey has helped develop and lead survivor-led programs 
that aim to prevent the exploitation or re-victimization of vulnerable girls aged 12 to 18, reaching more than 200 girls 
annually. Her expertise has also informed My Life My Choice’s nationally recognized exploitation prevention curriculum 
which she co-authored, and is currently used in 27 states. Ms. Morrissey currently leads educational, training, and public 
awareness initiatives at My Life My Choice. She has served as a consultant to the Administrative Office of the Trial Court’s 
“Redesigning the Court’s Response to Prostitution” project, as well as the Vice Chair of the Survivor Services Task Force 
as part the Massachusetts Human Trafficking Task Force chaired by Attorney General Martha Coakley. Audrey is a 2008 
recipient of the prestigious Petra Foundation Fellowship and a 2012 Boston Neighborhood Fellow. 



Presenter Biographies

Jeffrey Stillings
    
      Jeff Stillings is the current Resident Agent in Charge (RAC) for the Springfield, MA Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI) office, and a 28-year law enorcement veteran. From 2013 until 2015, Jeff ran the HSI Houlton, ME office as the RAC 
of the northern border of Maine. During this time, Jeff developed and chaired a statewide law enforcement-based human 
trafficking task force for Maine, the Maine HTTF. The HTTF comprises over 36 law enforcement agencies in Maine, 
including two from Canada, and has over 80 members. Jeff is one of HSI’s recognized subject matter experts in human 
trafficking.

Mike Posanka
     
     Mike Posanka is the Resident Agent in Charge (RAC) for Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) in Manchester, NH.  
Among other areas, HSI is a lead federal agency for Human Trafficking, Child Exploitation, and Narcotics investigations 
nationwide.  HSI Manchester is responsible for investigating these cases throughout NH. RAC Posanka started his federal 
law enforcement career in 1997 as an Agent with the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) in San Francisco, CA.  
After the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the investigative arms of the INS and the U.S. Customs Service merged 
to make the Immigration and Customs Enforcement, HSI.  RAC Posanka served for three years at HSI Headquarters, 
Washington, DC, and then for three years as the Group Supervisor over Child Exploitation, Intellectual Property, and 
Gangs in Boston, MA.  He has served as the RAC of Manchester, NH since February 2014.

Jonathan Posthumus
    
     Special Agent Posthumus has been with Homeland Security Investigations since 2009 and is assigned to the 
Manchester, New Hampshire Resident Agent in Charge Office.  During his time with Homeland Security Investigations, 
Special Agent Posthumus has investigated cases involving child exploitation, human trafficking, narcotics and financial 
investigations, immigration and benefit fraud, illicit exports and smuggling, and cultural property and antiquities 
investigations, among other criminal violations which fall under the purview of HSI.  Prior to serving with Homeland 
Security Investigations, Special Agent Posthumus served as a Special Agent with the Diplomatic Security Service 
with the U.S. Department of State.  During his time with DSS, Special Agent Posthumus was assigned to the National 
Passport and Visa Centers in Portsmouth, New Hampshire where he investigated passport and visa fraud.  Special 
Agent Posthumus also served on the DSS Mobile Security Deployments Division performing high threat protection of 
U.S. diplomats and personnel in non-permissive environments such as Iraq and Pakistan.  Special Agent Posthumus was 
also frequently assigned to the Secretary of State’s Protective Detail.  Special Agent Posthumus began his career in law 
enforcement as a police officer and deputy sheriff in Alabama before taking federal employment.  

Kristen Withers
     Kristin Withers works for Rape Response Services (RRS) as the Project Coordinator of the Penquis Children’s 
Advocacy Center (CAC). Rape Response Services provides services for individuals in Penobscot and Piscataquis 
counties who are affected by sexual violence; they also offer trainings and prevention education.  At RRS, Kristin is a 
sexual assault advocate and the coordinator for their developing CAC. When the new CAC is up and running, Kristin will  
be a forensic interviewer and coordinator of the multidisciplinary team. 



Untitled map

Untitled layer

Directions from I-95, Bangor, ME
04401, USA to 395 Griffin Road,
Bangor, ME, United States

I-95, Bangor, ME 04401, USA

395 Griffin Road, Bangor, ME,
United States FROM SOUTH

Take I-95 N to exit 183 and turn LEFT 
on Hammond Street

Follow Hammond Street for .3 mile and 
turn RIGHT onto Maine Avenue

At	the	first	traffic	circle,	take	the	3RD	
EXIT to stay on Maine Avenue

At	the	second	traffic	circle,	take	the	
2ND EXIT to stay on Maine Avenue

Turn	RIGHT	on	Griffin	Road

Spectacular Event Center is on the 
left.

NOTE: GPS may direct you to Exit 
184.	Due	to	bridge	construction,	traffic	
cannot turn left on Union Street from 
I-95 N. Please plan accordingly. 

Untitled map

Untitled layer

Directions from ME-15, Bangor,
ME 04401, USA to 395 Griffin
Road, Bangor, ME, United States

ME-15, Bangor, ME 04401,
USA

395 Griffin Road, Bangor, ME,
United States

FROM NORTH
Take I-95 S to exit 184 and turn RIGHT 
on Union Street

Follow Union Street for .4 mile and 
turn LEFT on Vermont Avenue

At	the	first	traffic	circle,	take	the	1ST	
EXIT to Maine Avenue

At	the	second	traffic	circle,	take	the	
2ND EXIT to stay on Maine Avenue

Turn	RIGHT	on	Griffin	Road

Spectacular Events Center is on the 
left.

Directions to Spectacular Event Center
395	Griffin	Road

Bangor, ME

Maine Ave
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n	
Rd
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Center

M
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Exit 183

Exit 184
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Union St
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Maine Ave
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n	
Rd



Hotel Information
The hotels below have offered discounted room rates for 

conference attendees. Please mention the Maine Child Welfare 
Conference when making your reservation. 

Reservations are first come, first served. 
Reservations must be made no later than May 23.  

TownePlace Suites
240 Sylvan Road

Bangor, Maine
207-262-4000
$139 per night 

Fairfield	Inn
300 Odlin Road
Bangor, Maine
207-990-0001
$119 per night 

Prices listed above do not include applicable state and 
local taxes, currently 9%.

Four Points by Sheraton
308 Godfrey Blvd.

Bangor, Maine
207-947-6721
$99 per night 



June 22 - 23, 2016
Spectacular	Events	Center																										395	Griffin	Road,	Bangor,	ME

SPACE IS LIMITED - REGISTER EARLY
Registrations Must Be Received by June 10, 2015

To register, please visit http://wingsinc.org
- OR -

You may print this form and send it with your payment to:
Wings for Children and Families, Inc.
Attn: Jess Bertolino
900 Hammond St. Suite 915
Bangor, ME 04401
Ph: (207)941-2988 or (800)941-2988
Fax: (207)941-2989
Email:  jbertolino@wingsinc.org

             Please Complete for Payment Method:

• 

Sorry, No Refunds Available

NOTE: You must be pre-registered. No registrations accepted the day of the conference
Please email any questions relating to the conference to : mainechildwelfareconference@gmail.com

Name:       Agency/Organization:

Address:

Phone:      Email Address for Confirmation:

I am registering for the following days:

•   Day One - June 22, 2016 $70 Indicate which breakout session you wish to attend in Box A below

•   Day Two - June 23, 2016 $70 Indicate which breakout sessions you wish to attend in Box B below

•   Both Days   $130 Indicate which breakout sessions you wish to attend in Boxes A and B below

Box A: Day One Breakout Session

•   A. Child Sexual Exploitation in the Technological Age, Jonathan D. Posthumus

•   B. MLMC Prevention Curriculum and Survivor Mentor Program, Audrey Morrissey

•   C. The Crime of Sex Trafficking: State and Federal Responses, Meg Elam, Esq. and Andrew McCormack, Esq.

Box B: Day Two Breakout Sessions
Morning Session

•   D. A Multidisciplinary Team Response to CSEC at Maine’s Children’s Advocacy Centers, Meg Hatch

•   E. Trauma-Informed Care: Helping Minors Overcome Stigma..., Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, MD, MPH

•   F. Trauma-Informed Parenting, Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW

Afternoon Session

•   G. The Occupational Hazard of Working With Those Who Have Experienced Trauma, Allegra Hirsch-Wright. LCSW, RYT

•   H. Complex Trauma and Treatment Considerations, Dory Hacker, LCSW and Heather Biggar, LCSW

•    I. Law Enforcement and Survivors: A Victim-Centered Approach, Peter DeMarzio and Mike Posanka

Check Enclosed (payable to Wings for Children and 
Families, Inc.) Attn: MCWC

Credit Card Payment 
Please call Jess Bertolino at Wings - (207)941-2988

Bill My Organization - Purchase Order Required
Please call Jess Bertolino at Wings -  (207)941-2988

• 

•


